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Pawn shops provide a wealth of treasures and the Rat Creek area has an abundance to take advantage of. Each pawn shop 
has its own character and specialty. You can find many things in all shops but some feature tools and bicycles, others 
clothing or furniture, and many have musical instruments. Keep this in mind when shopping in the pawn shop because 
they may be more helpful or provide a better product and deal where their expertise lies. One item Reg or I commonly 
shop for is the guitar, usually to be provided as a rental or for purchase to one of Reg’s (Keynote Music) students. 

When shopping for a used guitar here are a few things to keep in mind. 

·  Before going into the pawn shop, have an idea of price and type (classical, acoustic, electric) of guitar you are 
shopping for. You might get a great deal in a non-specialty shop but “buyer beware” a guitar may have the wrong 
strings on it or be incorrectly put together in an effort to make it look good to the novice purchaser. Heavy steel 
strings on a classical guitar that has been sitting a while can render it useless as it warps or even is on the verge of 
cracking or breaking. If you are buying an electric guitar bring your own “patch” cord so you can hear the guitar 
through an amplifier. Some shops may not have a cord or pretend they don’t have one so you cannot check the 
electronics. 

·  Check the construction of the guitar. Is every seam and joint solid. Is the neck straight. 
Does any body damage ruin the sound, cause buzzing or catch on your clothing. 

·  Even if you do not play the guitar strum it to see how it 
sounds and feels. Press down each string in turn and work your way 
along the neck to check the condition of the frets. Repair and 
replacement of frets can be costly. 

·  Twist each tuning peg back and forth to check that they 
turn smoothly and that the strings are able to be adjusted minutely. 
Replacement of a tuning peg can be cheap and easy – on some 
guitars – it varies. If one is not functioning properly examine it to 
see how easy it is to remove. Are you willing to have a mismatched 
set? 

·  With the electric guitar, while plugged in, check for 
shorting out or excessive static as you turn each knob and flip each 
lever. Gently move the plug to see if it is seated correctly and does 
not short out or make snaps and pops when wiggled. Do the knobs 
adjust smoothly and is the sound even. If there are multiple pick-

ups make sure they are both working – you should be able to play off a single or combination of pickups. Check it 
thoroughly – if all pickups are not working then you can negotiate a lower price. 

·  Beware of copies and “authentic” or “vintage” guitars with a premium price. Identifying such guitars is a specialty 
just like an antique dealer and difficult to confirm. Before paying a premium do your research – you will need 
things like the serial number – identifying marks on the inside of the guitar or on the neck – and in some cases 
even more. 

Guitar buying can be an enjoyable experience but when buying used instruments exercise caution. Remember if the price 
is too good to be true then it probably is. Don’t be afraid to compare and bargain. 

We wish to thank Variety Exchange on 9406-118 Avenue for allowing us to take photo’s that accompany this article and 
with their assistance on a variety of occasions. (Yes, a pun there.) 

More photo’s and details on buying a guitar will be found on Reg’s website at http://presplus.onza.net. 

 


